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by Jennifer Hastie 


Hi there, Couz; 


I realize that you’re 
enjoying life some place 
where it’s cozy and warm, 
but back here in Victoria, 
there’s a bitter wind that 
continues to blow. It chills 
many of us. 


On February 14th a 
committed group of 
people, native and white, 
young and old, walked 
down from Centennial 
Square to demonstrate 

in front of the legislature 
about the women who have 
simply disappeared from 
the streets. Organized 

by college students, 

the “Stolen Sisters” 
demonstration was raising 
the issue again of missing 
women, mostly aboriginal, 
where foul play has been 
suspected. 


Outside the legislature, true 
to native culture, chairs and 
a tent were prominently 
places for the likes of me, 
an oldie. No, I didn’t say 
elder, for that term, in 
native culture, means an 
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older native person who has attained a certain 
level of wisdom and respect from their 
people. After the speeches were over, food 
was distributed, again, another fine native 
cultural touch. I was glad of those things, for 
the wind was bitter. 


All speakers were connected in some way 
with the women. Native leaders spoke, even 
though they may have escaped from being 
personally connected with any of the missing 
women. Some speakers were simply friends 
or relatives who had lost someone. 


You know, Couz, I wrote to you last July 
about the missing women from the downtown 
east side of Vancouver. You ask, then why 
write about it again? I write again because 

it looks as if nothing is being done to solve 
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“All the news that fits, 
we print” 


Sold by 


donation 
vendor cost: 
50 cents 
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what’s wrong-- that bugs me. 


Last summer, a group of committed people, 
mostly females, walked across Canada 

to Ottawa to publicize the tragedy of the 
missing women. As an interested member of 
the public, I watched the newspapers closely 
for progress of their walk. Was anything 
reported’? Nothing, until one article appeared 
on a back page of the Times Colonist at the 
end of the summer. Incidentally, stories 
about our missing women are attracting more 
interest outside of Canada than from within, 
as articles have been featured in Germany, 
France, Australia, and the USA. 


What is wrong? 


ee continued on page 3 





About Seract Newz 
“BUILDING BRIDGES IN THE COMMUNITY” 


Coordinator: Janine Bandcroft 
Distribution Coordinator: John Chomyn 
Deliveries: Nancy Raycroft 
Advisory Committee: Brian Mason, 
Colin Dower, Jennifer Hastie, Lisa Helps, 
Chris Cook, James Rowe, 

Kim Fagerlund, Larry Wartels. 


Founded in 2004, 
Victoria Street Newz welcomes 
written submissions including 

personal stories, interviews, 
event reviews, cartoons, poetry, 
photographs, or artwork, but we 
can't guarantee everything will 
be published. We reserve the 
right to edit, and will not print 
anything libelous, racist, sexist, 
or homophobic. Letters sent to 
the editor are assumed to be for 
publication, must include phone 
number or email (if possible, for 
confirmation) and may be edited 
for length. You can publish using a 
pseudonym, or anonymously. 


We are devoted to a triple bottom 
line philosophy - concerned about 
our environmental and social, as 
well as financial, well-being. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz team, by pondering the root 
causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 


Opinions expressed in this 
newzpaper are not necessarily 
those of Victoria Street Newz, the 
editors, advertisers, contributors, 
readers, or publishers. Please don't 
reprint without author's permission, 
and please credit the source. 
Victoria Street Newz is printed on 100% 
pc recycled paper with vegetable ink, at 
Horizon Publications - 


www.horizonpublications.ca, 
604-254-8840. 


Victoria Street Newz 
is a member of the 
North American 
Street Newspaper 
Association 
(nasna.org) 
and the 
International 
Network of 
Street Papers 
(street-papers.org.) 





Submissions (due by the 1st 
Friday for the next month’s issue), 
letters, or donations can be 
mailed or delivered to our 
mailbox at: 


1027 Pandora Ave 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P6 


250-383-5144 ext 0137 
streetnewz@islandnet.com 


Street Newz archives, and more 
information about us, can be 
found are at 


relativenewz.ca 
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JUST ANOTHER RANT 


It’s Happy Birthday time for the Victoria Street Newz! 


Actually, it was April 1st 2004 when I released a ‘preliminary 
copy’ of Street Newz, to test the waters. The waters seemed 
warm and friendly and receptive, but a “door prize’ (car door + 
cyclist) delayed the first official Street Newz to July 2004. 


It’s been quite a journey. Five years ago I was collecting 
‘Un’employment Insurance staving off the student loan police, 
and looking at a series of closed doors whenever I peddled the 
Street Newz idea before any level of government. 


Learning anarchist theory from this experiential methodology, 
I grew increasingly determined that the project would succeed. 
I held onto my ‘if you build it they will come’ philosophy, and 
accepted, with much gratitude, help from the (unfortunately 
now defunct) Community Economic Development Corporation 
(CEDCO): office space - including computer, software, printer, 
photocopier, telephone and, most importantly, a place where 
potential vendors (many are still on the team) could find me. 


Suddenly strangely thankful for skills attained during my stint in 
the world of business (organization, professionalism, computer 
knowledge etc), and drawing upon the critical analysis learned 
while writing at a bazillion essays for my student loan, I created 
a not-for-profit society - the Bread and Roses Collective. 


I intentionally left the words ‘Victoria Street Newz’ out of the 
Society’s constitution and bylaws, and made our statement of 
purpose broad enough so that projects other than the Newz 
might someday be incorporated under its umbrella: 
The purposes of the Society are to relieve poverty and 
advance educational opportunities for socially disadvantaged 


and/or economically marginalized people. To accomplish 
this the Society shall include, but not be limited to, 


a. providing educational and employment opportunities for 
socially disadvantaged and/or economically marginalized 
people. 


b. providing information about, and supporting, community 
organizations concerned with the relief of poverty and the 
promotion of public education. 


c. supporting and encouraging community based artistic 
endeavours that enhance our collective quality of life. 


Throughout these past five years a lot has remained constant: 
the $.50 cost to vendors, the intention to offer a hand up rather 
than a hand out, the ‘by donation’ 
selling price which, we hope, 
encourages others to consider the 
sliding scale economic philosophy 
(especially in these hard times), 
the thought-provoking analysis 

of issues that get to the heart 

of why poverty exists in the 

first place. And we continue to 
try to live by the Street Newz 
motto, established early on, of 
“Building Bridges within our 
Community” (expanded, recently, 
from “Building Bridges within 
our Downtown Community.’’) 

We continue to print on 100% 
post consumer recycled paper at 
a small Canadian owned print 
shop in Vancouver. And in the 
spirit of fiscal transparency and 
accountability, our monthly 
transactions income and expenses 
report continues to be printed on 
the final page of each issue. 


Over the years we’ve done our 
best to comfort the afflicted and, as the saying goes, afflict 
the comfortable. There are some who don’t appreciate or 
understand our work, on the other hand we’ ve attracted 
attention from a few different artists: one offered a wood 
carving (reproduced in the bottom left corner) created in the 


OPINION 


There is increasing coverage of charitable organizations 

in the media as the government cuts the direct funding for 
essential social services. In both the print and electronic 
media we, in the Coalition, see increasing mention of the 
problems faced in the operational costs of charities faced by 
these very charities in delivering the programs down loaded 
to them by all levels of government. 


There is no room for charity in the provision of core services 
to needy citizens. These services are too critical to those 
needing them to have them depending on personal generosity 
in the time of economic downturn and decreasing personal 
incomes. 


It would make sense for all levels of government to re- 
evaluate their priorities in these tough times and priorise 
ordinary people over wealthy individuals and corporations. 


Billions for the well-off corporate owners and Olympic 





A Matter of Priority 


jJaninebandcroft.blogspot.com 


Dukhobor tradition by Savely Planedin; 
another discovered by a friend during a Moss - 
St. Paint-In. (Anyone interested in helping us fF 
develop a logo for the Bread and Roses?) 


A few things have changed. To the delight of 
our vendors we moved, in 2006, from a bi- 
monthly to a monthly print schedule, and we received a Quality 
of Life Challenge award from the Community Council. We 
joined the International Network of Street Newspapers (INSP) 
and the North America Street Newspaper Association (NASNA) 
and now participate with them by attending conferences and 
republishing articles to and from their Street News Service 
(streetnewsservice.org). Thanks to behind the scenes help 

from volunteers we attained beautiful long sleeve hemp ‘Street 
Newz’ t-shirts and hats for the vendors, and we organize regular 
meetings so they can share their ideas and/or concerns. We’re 
particularly grateful to vendor John who, a couple of years ago, 
volunteered to help distribute the newspaper to all the other 
vendors - John’s help is invaluable. 






After the 2005 provincial election, when the NDP increased 
their seats in the Provincial Legislature from two to 34, the 
government reinstated a provision for people living on disability 
pensions - they can $100 each month if they volunteer for a 
non-profit society. We instantly ‘hired’ Nancy - our cycling 
delivery person. Although we don’t go out of our way to 

sell subscriptions (or advertising, preferring to promote sales 
through the low-income and hard-working vendors, and keeping 
the precious paper space for articles, photos, and poetry), we 
won’t turn away subscription requests - and Nancy appreciates 
that. (We won’t accept partisan advertising during elections, by 
the way, but we will publish an ad announcing the whereabouts 
of the elected officials once they are elected.) 


In 2007 we conducted a reader’s survey, and compiled a 
business plan - something funders appreciate. Our funding 
sources are varied, and we continue to search for grant based 
support that flows through the Bread and Roses Collective. We 
thank Vancity, PSAC, KAIROS, and the City of Victoria, and 
most recently, the Cooperators, for their support through the 
years. We prefer to establish a monetary based relationship with 
non-government sources, ensuring a truly autonomous and free 
press. We’re also extremely grateful to 
many kind and generous individuals and 
organizations. When you write a cheque for 
the Bread and Roses Collective, or for the 
Street Newz, that money goes into a bank 
account overseen and administered by a 
very capable and reliable board of directors 
- currently Lisa Helps (Chair), James Rowe 
(Treasurer), Kim Fagerlund, Don Cain, and 
yours truly (Secretary). 


Where we’ll be in another five years is 
anybody’s guess. At this point, we’re in 
the history books (if anybody’s paying 
attention) as the longest running street 
newspaper in Victoria. We’re grateful 

to our predecessor, the Red Zone, who 
established a friendly working relationship 
with City Hall (for a business license 

and vendor badges). New vendors are 
encouraged to find selling spots outside the 
downtown zone which is already saturated 
with vendors, panhandlers, and buskers. 
There’s plenty of room in Sidney, and 
Central Saanich .... anyone interested in 
promoting this paper & making a few extra 
bucks? Contact John - (see pg 12). 


Whatever may happen from here, we invite you to contact us 
with your thoughts, your writings, your creativity. The Victoria 
Street Newz is your newspaper, and we thank you for your 
continued support. 


Phil Lyons and Wendy Strong, 
co-chairs, South Island Health Coalition 


promoters along with those who have enough money to 
invest in a dying economic model, and relatively nothing for 
the mass of citizens in this society is a massive con job of 
the citizens of B.C. All this emphasis does is allow people 
like Minister Abbott to have a media event that allows him, 
with a smarmy smile, to announce that he is charitable giving 
some shoes to the poor. Must have something to do with 
government’s attempts to provide a human face for electoral 
purposes. 


We are finding that there is more pressure from Government 
to cut costs in staffing and services in all health services 

and by all providers, profit and non-profit, at the expense 

of quality service to users whether seniors, patients 

and their families etc. They should not be allowed by 
anyone including all media, to get away with tactics such 
as emphasizing charitable solutions at the expense of their 
privatising agenda. 
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Missing Sisters .... 


continued from cover .... 


I have thought long and hard about this problem. I was 
initially told by one of the organizers of the march last 
summer that the list of missing women is over 500. That 
figure comprises missing women from all over Canada. In our 
area there are missing women from communities on Highway 
16, from Edmonton and from here on Vancouver Island, 
where we live. Some of the cases, all classified together, go 
back 30 years. 


It’s just too hard to get a handle on that many missing people 
from that many locales over that many years. We need to 
centre our concerns on those who have gone missing from our 
area. Then, the tragic situation may become more real to us. 
Then, we may begin to care enough to speak out and demand 
changes in the way that the cases are handled. 


Another problem is communication. When I talked to the 
organizers of the march last summer, they had two complaints 
to make — that the police don’t tell them anything and that 

the police don’t appear to care about new information being 
brought forward concerning the investigations. 


Has anything changed with regard to better communication 
in the last year? Not really, says Ray Michalko, a respected, 
retired police officer who has devoted much time and his 
own money over the years to try to help solve some of the 
Highway of Tears cases. Ray says that he still gets phone 
calls from upset, distressed people who have been brushed 
aside by the police. He also finds that he is rarely consulted 
by the police. 


Funding is a huge issue. Michalko himself has never had any 
official funding. The “Epana” investigative team, working 
out of Surrey, received a budget in 2005, but Michalko knows 
little of what they do because they do not keep him “in the 
loop.” 


Certainly, some of the communication problems stem from 
lack of money to hire a communications person to deal with 
distressed families and friends and to feed information to the 
media. However, lack of funding to me means that there’s 

a lack of commitment on the part of law officials to solve 
this horrendous on-going tragedy. I remind you that it was 
only after the police gathered a task force together and began 
focussing on the Willie Pickton “stories” that they were able 
to crack one of the most gruesome mass murder cases that 
Canada has ever seen. 


I can keep the tragedy of the “Stolen Sisters” before your eyes 
in the newspaper. You must let the police know that this lack- 
lustre approach to police files is 
simply not acceptable. 


Jennifer and her husband live in 
Victoria today. She is a healthy, 
active senior who enjoys writing 
volunteer articles for various 
publications. 








A Canadian 
Che Guevara ? 


Just a quick note to tell you 
what a good job I think you are 
doing keeping us all informed. 
Thank you. What is happening 
in Victoria is happening all 
across the country. 


I have written a few letters 
accusing the Campbell 
government of practicing a 
form of passive genocide. I 
have also written letters to the 
editor about this. Naturally they 
have never been published, nor 
have I received responses from 
Campbell or his Ministers on 
this matter. 


People die on the streets of 
Nanaimo all of the time. To 
make matters worse our 

street people, our mentally ill 
and our addicts are refused 

as patients by most of the 
doctors here in Nanaimo. I 
have personally taken a man 
who is schizophrenic and who 
was living in a cave to four 
different doctors. Each doctor 
interviewed him and then 
turned him down as a patient. 
This is illegal but they couldn’t 
care less. Consequently this 
man is unable to get Disability. 


Who ever claimed that our 
doctors are amongst our 
brightest citizens? Many seem 
lazy, self centered and full of 
themselves. They see what 
they do as a business. They 
have no vocation as they did in 
the past.......even 25 years ago. 


I am also suspicious of the 
cocaine that is laced with a 
form of pesticide designed to 
kill worms. It is killing the 
white blood cells in users. Hard 
to believe this is an accident. 

I can’t see drug pushers or 
even those who bring this stuff 
into the country deliberately 
destroying their own market. 


So....who is behind this? 
Someone is. This poisoned 
cocaine is also on the streets in 
the Prince George/Vanderhoof 
area as well as on the Island. 


More money is being made in 
the drug trade than any other 
commodity, including oil. It is 
the creme de la creme of the 
elite; the people at the pinnacle 
of the pyramid who control it. 
The odd South American or 
Asian drug lord we hear about 
is only arrested because they 
neglected to give those at the 
top of the pyramid their cut. If 
they pay up, they are left alone 
to ply their trade. 


I never thought I would 

grow old in a country or on a 
Continent that is now controlled 
by so much evil. Even though 
this has been going on for 
years, and I have known about 
it, I just can’t seem to adjust 

to it. If I was thirty years 
younger, honest to God, I would 
be looking for a Canadian 

Che Guevara to hook up with. 
Is there one.....anywhere in this 
country? Most of us would 
never know because the media 
would make sure we didn’t. 


It is So upsetting to see so many 
with so little. We live in a rich 
country. 


Stephanie, Nanaimo 


Response to: Crisis in Boom Town 
published February 09 


I grew up mostly in Calgary. It never changes. Well, 
economically it does not change. The constant boom and 
bust cycle gradually produced a cultural change. 


When I left Calgary for good in 1994, almost all the people 
I graduated from high school with were living somewhere 
else. A lot of them went to British Columbia. Even in the 
early seventies, there was still something of the pioneer 
spirit; mutual support, joint initiative, no patience for selfish, 
mean behavior. 


Gradually, Calgary became full of vicious people from 

all over, of the kind who think that driving someone else 
down somehow brings themselves up. The huge oil wealth 
that flowed out of the ground, and the mentality it created, 
overwhelmed that earlier spirit. 


I have observed five boom and bust cycles in Alberta in 

my life. It sucks people in when the price of oil is up, and 
drives them out of the province when it collapses. This is the 
last collapse; the world is moving away from fossil fuels. 
Without it, Alberta will be very poor. 


There will be very little of permanence to show for all 
that oil and gas sold off for cheap. They will have to start 
building a real economy and society almost from scratch. 
They might even start relearning how to treat each other 


properly. 


Tim Rourke 


Corporate Golden Piggy Awards 
Sunday, March 29, 2009 


st. Ann’s Academy Auditorium 
835 Humboldt St. 
Doors open at 7:30 
Showtime 2:00 
Admission by donation 





“Earth provides enough to satisfy 
every [hu]man’s need, but not every 


[hu]man’s greed” 
Mahatma Gandhi, 1869-1948 





Deep in the Heart of Taxes .... 


Statistics Canada has recently released figures re: corporate 
operating profits and corporate taxes for 2007. 


Profits were $302.4 billion, but corporate taxes were only 
$55.7 billion. 


That works out to an effective rate of 18.4%. Compare that to 
the tax rate you will pay in April. 


What ever happened to the long-standing ideal of progressive 
taxes? 


And, bear in mind that since 2007 the Harper government has 
reduced corporate taxes even further, despite the fact that in 
2006 total tax revenue in Canada put us down in 20th place 
among all the 30 OECD countries. And corporate tax rates 
are scheduled for more large cuts in the next couple of years, 
even though they are far lower that U.S. rates already. 


Can you guess which sectors of the economy in Canada were 
yet once again the most profitable? Right, the banks and the 
foreign-dominated petroleum companies. 


We’re wonderful hosts. 


Mel Hurtig, Vancouver 
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On March 7th, in 
Oak Bay Village, 
energetic protestors 
rallied from the lawn 
at City Hall to raise 
awareness about the 
last remaining ancient 
forests. The demo 
began at Liberal MLA 
Ida Chong’s office. & 


You can signa 
petition at www. 


Photo: 

Diane Walsh, M.A. 
Independent 
Journalist 
dianewalsh-is-ageode. 
biz 





J Next time you see someone trip and fall, notice 
A al TH F KI N G S M F N what they do immediately afterwards. They’ll want 
to dust themselves off, get up and carry on life 
by Brian Mason as if nothing has happened — even if they’ve hurt 


themselves badly and are not capable of resuming 
normal functioning. They’ll still try to get back up. 
Living things naturally try to maintain a biological equilibrium; it’s what life from the cellular level on 
up is all about. 


So, too, with social systems: they try to preserve their status quo. But in the case of social systems 

the status quo is often the cause of the trips and falls in the first place. Global capitalism, for example, 
resembles a big, expensive SUV speeding out of control, endangering the lives of its occupants as well 
as everyone and everything nearby. Now that it (global capitalism) has suddenly developed engine 
problems (the economic meltdown), forcing it to slow down and proceed in a safer manner, the driver 
and occupants (the elites and developed nations) are unhappy with this turn of events. They want to 
undertake immediate repairs, regardless of the financial cost, so that they can resume and enjoy their 
reckless ride. Let’s call the tendency to want to put everything back together again as it was before the 
humpty-dumpty syndrome — and it’s a close cousin to Naomi Klein’s shock doctrine. Let me explain. 


For Klein, a social or economic crisis provides the sufficient conditions for (usually outside) political 
and economic elites to impose their agenda on the situation in order to profit financially. Crisis, in 
other words, creates opportunity - at least for the wealthy — because its victims are in shock and easily 
exploited. In Klein’s examples, it has been neo-liberal capitalists who have taken advantage of crises to 
impose their programs, policies and propaganda on a distraught population that would not accept them 
in normal circumstances (that is, in the absence of the crisis). Reconstruction projects in Iraq, which 
produce huge profits for American companies, are an ongoing example. Post-Katrina New Orleans 
was another. Immediately after the catastrophic hurricane, neo-liberal corporate opportunists — who 
just happened to have their financing in place and their agenda ready to roll out — moved in to privatize 
whatever services they could (for example, schools and hospitals) and to protect upscale developments 
at the expense of poor neighbourhoods and public housing. It was the disaster-capitalism-complex at 
work, with profitable opportunities emerging from the receding waters of the Mississippi River and the 
Gulf of Mexico. It was, in other words, the shock doctrine. 


Now let’s look at humpty-dumpty. In a recent issue of U, the University of Calgary’s alumni magazine, 
six of that institution’s “top policy experts” were asked to identify the most significant issue facing the 
world today and suggest what could be done about it. Five of the six approached the question from 

a business perspective, most choosing some version of the economic crisis as the top issue. Their 
comments ranged from such gems as “growing the economy ... is of utmost importance” to “a strong 
economy creates a lot of good things” to the need to get “people spending again” (this last from the 
Dean of the School of Business). One argued that lower priced oil could have helped resuscitate the 
auto industry and stabilize the airlines. None questioned the nature of the system that was broken; 
they just wanted it fixed quickly. It was left to the lone woman, the Dean of Social Work, to point out 
that “the profit motive and economic bottom line for companies can’t be the driver for everything that 
happens in our society.” Yet even she, while choosing social and economic inequality as the globe’s 
single biggest issue, saw the solution as coming chiefly from corporate players in the marketplace who 
could restore the system’s equilibrium. 


In an unrelated article in the same issue, a professor of engineering observed, in connection with his 
work on land tenure in Africa, that “one-third of the world’s population live in slums.” That’s about 
2.2 billion if his figure is correct. Think about it! Five of the six policy experts featured elsewhere in 
the magazine more or less argued in support of immediately getting the global SUV going again at full 
speed (though possibly with a different blend of fuel) to perpetuate an economic system that has made 
slum dwellers out of one-third of humanity. At this point, even humpty-dumpty would want to be left 
alone. 


My initial reaction of stunned disbelief upon reading the policy experts article (titled, ironically, Policy 
Powerhouse) soon settled back into a knowing nod of the head: of course this was the best they could 
come up with. To have expected the bureaucratized intelligentsia to depart radically from the corporate 
ambient mentality of Alberta, whose universities sit literally atop the viscous wealth that sustains 

them, would have been a bridge too far. Preserving global capitalism (regaining equilibrium) was their 
default position. 


Another example is the current federal budget. Guy Dauncey, in February EcoNews, referenced 

a Greenpeace Canada analysis of where the proposed federal budget dollars would be spent: 96% 
towards rebuilding the broken system exactly as it was before the meltdown, more cars, roads, bridges 
and fossil-fuel burning energy. It’s the panicked need of a broken system to put everything back 
together again as it was before: humpty-dumptyism. 


Klein’s shock doctrine accounts for some of the expansion of market capitalism across the globe. 

The humpty-dumpty syndrome, as a loyal cousin, explains the efforts to maintain market capitalism’s 
hegemony whenever and wherever it’s threatened. Together they form a nice, neo-liberal family. And 
together they demonstrate the one-dimensional thinking characteristic of advanced capitalist societies. 
It’s time to dust off your old volumes of Herbert Marcuse. 


Source: U Magazine, University of Calgary, Winter, 2009 (Volume 5, Number 1). Articles are titled Policy 
Powerhouse (pages 18 to 25) and At Work in Africa, page 9. Website is: www.ucalgary.ca/umagazine 


Submitted by Brian Mason, a writer and philosopher living in James Bay. 
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Renoviction Update 


by cyann ray 


Last month I was “renovicted.” The manager told me 

I could return to my suite after the work was done for a 
mere 32% rent increase. Since I can’t possibly afford to 
spend 75% of my disability pension on rent, I am forced 
to leave my home of eight years. 


Lots has happened during these past few uncertain 
weeks. My visit to see the Mayor with fellow renovictees 
resulted in some mainstream media attention of the 
loopholes in the Residential Tenancy Act. Tenants are 
being kicked out of their homes under the pretense that 
major renos are necessary. Some new flooring and a coat 
of paint later and rents go up by as much as $400/mth. 


While I seriously doubt that public exposure will stop 
my landlord’s questionable business practices, there is 
now a “stop work order” sign on one of the basement 
suites in my building. It seems that Dr. Edward 
Domovitch has neglected to obtain the necessary permits 
for any renovations. Not since Oct.’02 has he bothered 
to go through the proper channels. After 7 years of what 
I can only assume are illegal rent increases and evictions 
(under the guise of needing to renovate), somebody did 
something and I’m glad of that. 


Was it the actions of Myk Rhodes? Rhodes received 
a “renoviction” notice on New Years’s Eve. He took 
it upon himself to not only speak up about this hidden 
injustice, but to rally together other victims from 
Domovitch’s properties. 


When you learn about your rights and speak up, you feel 
less victimized. When you see an effect (ie: mainstream 
media coverage; “stop work order’ posted), you feel a 
little empowered. 


The sad reality though is that most of us living in rentals 
owned by Domovitch, or any other similar landlord, are 
a little apprehensive. Affordable housing is such a rare 
commodity here and most folks are just happy to be 
living indoors. Some would even argue that these types 
of landlords provide a valuable service. Without dumps 
(neglected properties) to rent, where would the poor 
live? 


Of course this is absurd. They say that beggars can’t be 
choosers, but is this a legitimate reason to exploit the 
disadvantaged? I know all too well that sorry feeling of 
being a lowly victim. It’s easy to fall into the mindset 
that you get what you deserve. It’s called a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Being treated unfairly can eat away your 
dignity and inner strength. This is hardly the approach 
we should be taking with our hard-to-house population. 
Better to see the potential in each of us and provide the 
support needed than to create, then maintain a group of 
troubled souls. 


As I write this piece I am surrounded by packed boxes. 
For 8 years I have called this place home. And for most 
of his life my dog has chummed around with the dozen 
or so dogs across the street at the park. It will be a little 
sad leaving. 


It was relatively easy to overlook the pitfalls of living 
here. I eventually got used to the mice and the sketchy 
neighbours. The ever-changing management team of 
untrustworthy incompetents was clearly indicative of an 
indifferent if not negligent owner. But I created a home 
here nonetheless. 


Dr. Domovitch is well known at the Residential Tenancy 
Branch through numerous tenant complaints and 
arbitration. I’ve heard he usually comes out a winner at 
these debates, but that has more to do with the R.T.B. 
favouring landlords than what is actually just. It’s 
another sad reality. Money talks and the poor continue to 
be exploited. 


I will be moving to a bigger, cleaner, safer home with a 
fair rent and an ethical landlord. But I know I am one of 
the few who got a lucky break. Part of me feels a little 
badly leaving other victims behind. 


My upstairs neighbour has been complaining to 
Domovitch and his manager about a leak since Nov.’08. 
The water pools on her painted, wooden stairs creating 
an extremely dangerous potential for falling. Will it take 
a trip to the hospital emergency and a lawsuit to get this 
landlord to fix the leak?? 


All I can do now is provide a public service by warning 
prospective renters to be aware of properties owned by 
Domovitch. And I urge all victims of unethical landlords 
to become informed of their rights and speak out. That is 
the only way change will happen. 
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Victoria-Beacon Hill Street Newz Poll 
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Dallas Henault (B.C. Liberal) .......000000000000n. 33.2 % 
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NDP leader Carole James is likely to be re-elected by a big margin in Victoria-Beacon 
Hill in the May 12th provincial election -- though not by quite as big a margin as in 
2005, according to the results of an exclusive public opinion survey carried out for 
Victoria Street Newz. 


The survey is part of a poll of 750 decided voters that Street Newz is conducting in 
three local ridings. We were able to complete the Victoria-Beacon Hill survey in time 
for this edition since all three major parties had chosen their candidates by February 
Ist. Results of the polls in the other ridings (Victoria-Swan Lake and Esquimalt-Royal 
Roads) will be published in our May edition. 


A random sample of 250 decided voters in the Victoria-Beacon Hill riding were polled 
by telephone during the past month and asked: 


“If a provincial election were being held today, which candidate would you 
vote for in this constituency: 


Dallas Henault of the B.C. Liberal Party, 
Carole James of the New Democratic Party or 
Adam Saab of the Green Party?” 


James obtained 139 votes (55.6 per cent) while Henault got 83 votes (33.2 per cent) 
and Saab 23 votes (9.2 per cent). Five voters (2.0 per cent) said they would support 
independents or smaller parties (including the Marijuana Party and the Christian 
Heritage Party). 


A further 31 votes (11.0 per cent of the overall total) said they intend to vote but have 
not yet decided which candidate to support. 


It is expected about 29,000 votes will be cast in Victoria-Beacon Hill on May 12th. Projecting 
vote totals on the basis of the trend in the poll, James will likely get between 15,000 and 
17,000 votes, Henault between 8,500 and 10,500, and Saab between 1,500 and 3,500. 


Although B.C.’s electoral boundaries have been redrawn since the last election 
(increasing the number of seats in the legislature from 79 to 85), the Victoria-Beacon Hill 
riding remains largely unchanged (see page 7 for details). 


In the past two elections strong winds of change were blowing through Victoria-Beacon 
Hill. In 2001 the Liberals captured the seat by increasing their vote to 37.0 per cent 
from 33.5 per cent in 1996. But in 2005 the NDP regained the seat, with their vote 
bouncing up to 57.0 per cent from 36.7 per cent in 2001. This time, however, it appears 
it is going to be more of a stand-pat election in the riding, with each party’s share of the 
vote changing only marginally from 2005. 


The 51-year-old James, who served five terms as President of the B.C. School Trustees’ 
Association in the late 1990s, is running for the third time in Victoria-Beacon Hill. In 
1996 she lost to B.C. Liberal Jeff Bray by just a handful of votes. But in a rematch in 
2005, James won a resounding victory, obtaining 16,081 votes to 8,621 for Bray. 


Challenging James are two young political party operatives. Dallas Henault, 26, is a 
former president of the Young B.C. Liberals Club at UVic and for the past three years 
has worked for the B.C. Liberals as an organizer and administrative assistant. Adam 
Saab was born in Smithers and has been a long-time Green Party activist. He graduated 
from UBC’s Okanagan Branch in Kelowna in 2008 majoring in Philosophy and 
Psychology and since then has worked for the Greens in Victoria as a party organizer 
and assistant to leader Jane Sterk. 


Henault was an active student politician at UVic but is making his first bid for elective 
office beyond the world of campus politics. This is Saab’s first try for a provincial seat 
but he ran for the Greens in Victoria in the federal election last October. 


In assessing the survey results, New Democrats will be elated that their leader seems 
poised to win another big victory in her home riding but they will also be concerned that 
the Liberals appear to have gained 4.0 per cent on the NDP in the constituency since 2005. 
It would obviously not be an encouraging sign for the NDP if that is the trend across the 
province -- though it must be emphasized, of course, that the operative word is “if.” 


For the Liberals, the poll results certainly provide no reason for cheering but nor are 
they cause for any great gnashing of teeth. Martyn Brown and the B.C. Liberals’ other 
top gurus are well aware that, realistically, the party has virtually no chance of winning 
in Victoria-Beacon Hill and they will be heartened that the Liberals appear to be doing 
at least a bit better in the riding this time than they did in 2005. 


Green Party supporters can take at least some comfort that their party appears to be 
maintaining a solid foothold in the riding, but nonetheless they will find the poll results 
quite disappointing. The Greens’ 9.2 per cent level of support is down from the 10.9 
per cent they got in 2005, and it is a far cry from the 21.7 per cent of the vote obtained 
in the riding in 2001 by Green candidate Walter Meyer zu Erpen. The party appears to 
have lost a shocking 57.6 per cent of the support it had in the riding eight years ago. 


Moreover, Victoria-Beacon Hill is very important to the Greens since it is one of only 
eight ridings in the province in which the party has ever obtained more than 20 per cent of 
the popular vote. (The others are Saanich North and the Islands, Powell River-Sunshine 
Coast, Nelson-Creston, North Vancouver-Lonsdale, Vancouver-Fairview, Vancouver- 
Mount Pleasant and Gordon Campbell’s home riding of Vancouver-Point Grey.) 


The trend shown in the Street Newz poll is also more than a little ominous for the 
Greens since it is similar to the trend in the two Vancouver by-elections last October 
29th. Even though Green leader Jane Sterk ran personally in the Vancouver-Fairview 
by-election, the Greens’ share of the vote was only 7.4 percent, down a bit from the 8.9 
per cent the party got in 2005 and down considerably from the 21.6 per cent obtained in 
the riding by Green candidate Vanessa Violini in 2001. Also disturbing for the Greens 
was their showing in the Vancouver-Burrard by-election, where their share of the vote 
dropped sharply: to 5.3 per cent from 13.0 per cent in 2005 and 16.2 per cent in 2001. 


The fortunes of the Greens could turn out to be a crucial factor in this election. If the 
party falters significantly on May 12th, it will be of great concern not only to the Greens 
but also to the Liberals, who are counting heavily on the Greens to siphon off enough 
progressive votes from the NDP to enable Liberal candidates to win in a number of 
close races. 


As we watch two female party leaders contest ridings in the Greater Victoria area, 
one intriguing question that arises is how much of a role gender bias might play in 


Exclusive Opinion Poll: 2009 Provincial Election: Part One 5 


Victoria-Beacon Hill 2005 Election 


Carole James (New Democrat) ...........006. 57.0 % 
Dallas Henault (B.C. Liberal) wo... 30.6 % 
Adam Saab (Green) .......cccseecccccceeesssssseceeeeee 10.9 % 
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determining the outcome of this election. Opinion polls are of very little help in 
providing answers to that question since few people openly admit to such prejudices. 
But the stark fact remains: no female-led party has ever defeated a male-led party, 
federally or provincially, in Canadian history. 


In the 2005 B.C. election, however, Carole James came the closest any Canadian female 
political leader has ever come to winning against a male-led party when the NDP 
obtained 41.5 per cent of the popular vote and 41.8 per cent of the contested seats. 


Astonishingly, only two other female-led parties in Canadian history, federally or 
provincially, have ever obtained more than 25 per cent of both the votes and seats in any 
election against a male opponent. In the 1988 Manitoba election, the Liberals led by 
Sharon Carstairs got 35.4 per cent of the votes and 35.1 per cent of the seats. And in the 
2008 Quebec election, the Parti Quebecois led by Pauline Marois got 35.2 per cent of 
the votes and 40.8 per cent of the seats. 


Largely because of her gender, however, Carole James has not received nearly as much 
recognition as a male leader would have been accorded for the Phoenix-like rebirth of 
the NDP in B.C. since she became provincial leader in November, 2003. It is one of the 
most remarkable comebacks in Canadian political history, with the number of elected 
New Democrats in the province soaring from just four (two MLAS and two MPS) to 43 
(34 MLAS and nine MPS). 


One of the things we will find out on May 12th -- 92 years after the first woman (Louise 
McKinney) won a legislative seat in Canada -- is whether Carole James can also make 
history by becoming the first woman to lead a Canadian political party to victory against 
a male opponent. 


Although in our Street Newz polls we don’t specifically ask survey respondents to say 
why they support a particular candidate or party, many of the voters in Victoria-Beacon 
Hill did state their reasons, and it is clear from their comments that both Carole James 
and Gordon Campbell still have a huge amount of work to do to win the support of 
skeptical voters. 


Carole James’ personal integrity and calm demeanor appear to have gone a long way 
toward restoring voters’ confidence in the NDP, which was severely shaken by the 
shambles and shenanigans of the Glen Clark years. Nevertheless, even in the NDP 
leader’s home riding, a number of voters raised questions such as: “Is James strong 
enough to be a good premier?” and “Does she have a good enough understanding of 
economic issues?” 


But what is most clear from the comments of survey respondents is that by far the 
biggest problem James faces is the fact that many voters still remember the dark days of 
the previous NDP government. The kitchen-table budgeting and back-of-an-envelope 
planning during the Clark years have left serious doubts implanted in the minds of a 
lot of voters about the NDP’s ability to plan projects competently and to manage the 
province’s finances responsibly. The fast-ferries mess and other Clark-era fiascos 
have not yet been forgotten. Memories of these debacles continue to float through 

the political atmosphere like lingering fumes of poison gas. Indeed, it might be said 
(with profuse apologies to Charles Dickens) that if Ebenezer Scrooge thought he had 
problems with the Ghost of Jacob Marley, they would appear to have been quite trivial 
compared to the problems Carole James has with the Ghost of Glen Clark. 


In the case of Gordon Campbell, it is clear that the premier continues to be his own worst 
enemy. Despite the B.C. Liberals’ herculean efforts over the past four years to try to 
create a warmer, more moderate image for Campbell, this intense campaign appears to 
have had only a limited success. Though he clearly enjoys strong support among the 
business elite and high-income British Columbians, Campbell still isn’t resonating nearly 
as well with lower and middle-income voters. Time and again survey respondents said 
they feel Campbell is out of touch with their lives and doesn’t care about such groups as 
the homeless, disadvantaged children and low-income seniors. To put it bluntly, it seems 
even Dr. Seuss’s Grinch was a lot more convincing wearing a Santa Claus suit than 
Gordon Campbell has been over the past four years. Campbell seems to be still widely 
perceived as the Premier of Howe Street, not the Premier of Main Street. 


Historically, however, the odds still favour Campbell’s Liberals since B.C. has traditionally 
tilted to the political right. In the 21 B.C. elections the NDP and its predecessor, the 

CCF, have contested since 1933, the party has won only three times, and on one of those 
occasions (1996) it won despite failing to obtain the largest share of the popular vote. 


But even though the historical odds, the Ghost-of-Clark factor and the gender-bias factor 
all work strongly to Campbell’s advantage in this election, a Liberal win should not 

be regarded as a guaranteed slam-dunk. The present economic crisis has many British 
Columbians so scared and confused that the political climate is very volatile. In such 

an atmosphere strange things can happen and there could be some big surprises on May 
12th. An upset win by the NDP, though not likely, is by no means out of the question. 


It should be remembered too that Gordon Campbell has a propensity for blowing 
elections. He blew the 1996 election, losing to Glen Clark (of all people), and he almost 
blew the 2005 election. As one cynical observer put it a few years ago: “If Gordon 
Campbell can’t blow an election, it can’t be blown.” 


For a lot of voters, it clearly isn’t going to be easy making a choice in this election. As 
one exasperated survey respondent told me: “I hate Campbell but I don’t trust the NDP 
and I don’t think the Greens have any chance of winning. I just don’t know what the 
hell I’m going to do.” 


But whatever that voter and all the others across the province decide to do on May 12th, 
we can at least be sure the election campaign will be a great show. As one political wag 
observed way back in the days of W.A.C. Bennett, “B.C. politics easily makes up in 
entertainment value what it lacks in edification.” 


Where else, for example, could a man calling himself Liar Liar get on the official ballot, 
as one candidate did in Vancouver-Mount Pleasant in 2001, and actually garner 148 
votes and place sixth in a field of eight candidates? Only in B.C:! 


Gordon Pollard, who carried out this survey, conducted opinion polls for Victoria Street 
Newz in the Victoria ridings for the 2005 provincial election and the 2006 and 2008 federal 
elections. All three polls accurately predicted the election results. 

Gordon is a native of Victoria and has a BA from the University of Victoria and a MA from 
Columbia University in New York City. After working as a journalist for 10 years in B.C., 
Alberta and Ontario, he spent 20 years teaching English and History in Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka. 
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Vendor 
Spotlight: 


Debbie 


by Jordan 
Stanger-Ross 


Debbie, who sells the 
Street Newz outside 

a London Drugs in 
Victoria’s downtown, 
paused during our 
rambling, hour-long 
discussion at Solstice 
Café to reflect, “I’ve 
come a long way, even to 
be interviewed like this.” 


I was sure that she was 
right, but the statement 








was somewhat hard to believe. In January I had approached the informal editorial board of the 
Street Newz to propose a series of interviews to appear in the paper. Starting with the vendors, 
like Debbie, I would profile people who were, or had been, homeless in Victoria, helping to bring 
even more of their voices and stories to readers of the paper. Debbie was the first vendor to meet 
with me. A small, graying, well turned-out woman, she laughed often during the interview while 
providing me with a patient education on her own experience, the roots of homelessness, and 

the city that I had inhabited for almost four years. I found it easier to imagine her in a university 
classroom— she has a BA in English Literature from Dalhousie—than huddled on a city street. 


“Even if you aren’t crazy to begin with, being on the streets will drive you crazy,” she warned. 
Debbie found herself without a home on three occasions, starting in the mid-1990s. In each 
instance, she lost her home after “losing it up here,” she said, raising a finger to her temple. Later 
diagnosed with posttraumatic stress and bi-polar disorders, Debbie became unable to function at 
work (she was a nurse’s assistant and home caregiver) and then saw bills amass that she had no 
hope of paying. Still, she was not evicted from her apartment. Instead, her mental state became 


more grave until one day she stumbled out of her home with “no idea what she was doing,” got into 


her car and drove for a while, parked, and then found herself suddenly lost, wandering aimlessly. 
She walked until she collapsed in exhaustion on the city streets. Two days later, she regained her 
senses, found her car, and eventually drove it home, where she convalesced at her mother’s home. 


Debbie describes Victoria streets of simmering tensions and diverse inhabitants. Pan-handlers, 
harried by the police, at times resent Street Newz vendors for their legal impunity. On weekends, 


drunken revelers spill out of bars looking for fights and thrills, targeting whomever they find out of 
doors. And the homeless themselves are varied. Debbie divides the homeless into three categories — 


the mentally ill, alcoholics, and the drug addicted. Experience in each group is different. The 
mentally ill, like Debbie herself, require understanding and treatment. Debbie— who now lives in 
an apartment, earns enough to get by, and indulges the inquiries of novice reporters — exemplifies 
the possibility that many in that category might escape the streets. The alcohol dependant, too, 
require treatment. Debbie paints the direst picture of the drug addicts, who confront not only their 
own addictions but also the dangers of disease, dealers, and the police. 


Whatever their other problems, the people on the streets of Victoria—and those hovering on the 


verge of destitution—need affordable housing. Debbie is not optimistic, however, that new housing 


is forthcoming. The municipal government, she reminds me, is ultimately responsible to raise the 


tax base, not to solve entrenched and longstanding social issues. The situation is likely to get worse 


before it gets any better. 


Debbie is probably right to be pessimistic about the prospects of a rapid solution. And I am sure that 
. she’s being truthful when she suggests that her own life is far harder than 
she lets on. And yet, as she lifted her cane, thanked me for a coffee, and 
headed up Pandora Street, I couldn’t help feeling that, if there are many 
more like her on Victoria’s Streets, change must be coming soon. 





Street Newz readers may 
remember the humanitarian 

aid mission to Cuba last year 

(see the July & August issues in 
the archives at relativenewz.ca). 
Plans to participate in the 20th 
FriendShipment Caravan in this, 
the 50th anniversary year of the 
Cuban Revolution, are underway. 


Cuba’s not perfect (what country 
is?), but they do a lot of things 
really well - including free 
education, and a world class health 


Jordan Stanger-Ross is an Assistant Professor of History at the University 
I of Victoria. After growing up in southern Ontario and attending 
University in Montreal and Philadelphia, Jordan moved to Victoria with 
his family in 2005. His academic research examines social experience in 
20th century North American cities. Debbie’s photo: Pete Rockwell. 


care system that is holistic, inclusive, and truly motivated by a desire to heal. 
And, they've never invaded anyone. 


If you have connections to medical supplies (wheelchairs, walkers), 
functional computer equipment, school supplies, or other goods 
that Cuba is unable to attain because of the 47 year blockade 
imposed by the American Government, please contact us! 


$ You can find more information at the Pastors for Peace website 


(pastorsforpeace.org). You can contact the local Goods for Cuba 
organizers at vicc@telus.net. You can write to me to arrange a 
multi-media presentation about last year’s journey (streetnewz@ 
islandnet.com). Viva Cuba! 
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The Advocate: 
Let's Vote Together 


by W. Robert Arnold 


We will be having a provincial general election in British 
Columbia on May 12, 2009. This is an opportunity for poor 
people and their allies to make a difference in the way this 
province is run. People who care about homelessness and the 
effects of poverty on families in our province have a chance 
to do something about it. In this and a couple of subsequent 
columns I hope to be able to encourage you to participate and 
to inform you about how to go about it. 


Firstly, we must ask ourselves why we should participate. 
Why should I vote? What is going to change? 


The answer to that question is that if enough of us vote 
together we can change the government; and that will change 
the way the province is run. It will convince the powers that 
be that poor people have a lot of power and they will then 
begin to listen to us and to do what we want them to do about 
poverty. 


To prepare for writing this little series of articles I went to 

the elections British Columbia website. There I found a 
summary of statistics relating to the 2005 election. I found 
out that 2,763,765 people were registered to vote. Another 
81,500 people registered in conjunction with voting on voting 
day. The total of registered voters at the close of general 
voting was 2,845,284. Only 1,774,269 people voted. That is 
62.36% of the registered voters. The total estimated eligible 
voters added up to 3,049,153. So, only 57.80% of eligible 
voters actually voted. 


“Over half a million British Columbians live in poverty 
making it the highest poverty rate in Canada”, Ted Bruce, 
president of the Public Health Association of BC reported 
recently in a BC Poverty Reduction Committee call for a 
Legislated Poverty Reduction Plan. Now let’s say that 3/4 
of that half million people are of voting age. That means 
that there are over 375,000 poor people of voting age in this 
province. I have been told by the political people I have 
met over the years that most poor people don’t vote and are 
therefore ignored by the politicians. We can change this. 


How do I know we can change this? Because, I have found 
that elections are most often won by narrow margins. There 
are enough poor voters in 78 out of 79 constituencies to 
influence the election if we vote as a block. This statement 

is based on number crunching of the election results from 
about 8 years ago. I doubt things have changed in that 
constituency. The only thing we can do is get so few Liberals 
elected that Campbell can no longer be the premier. And this 
we can do! 


I would like to give you an example of a constituency where 
this could happen to show you how easily it could be done. 
In Oak Bay/Gordon Head, Ida Chong, the Liberal candidate 
won with 47.52% of the valid votes. The NDP candidate 
garnered 42.47% of the valid votes. The difference was 
1,427 votes. I believe there are many more than 1,427 people 
of voting age in that constituency, who are poor or care about 
justice or both and who could essentially dictate who wins in 
that election. We can do it! 


The first step is getting registered. You can do this online, 
by phone or in person. The enumeration is going on right 
now, I believe. “Beginning in April 2009, Elections BC 
enumeration staff will visit homeless shelters, social services 
agencies and long-term care facilities to register eligible 
voters and provide information about voting opportunities. 
The objective of the field outreach is to make registration 
accessible for those who may otherwise face barriers to 
participation in the provincial electoral process.” This is a 
quote from the Elections BC website. One of the changes 
we heed is to make voting easier for all citizens: even those 
without permanent addresses. 


Step two is to find out which candidate or party has your 
best interests at heart and will support your ideas of how 

the province should be run and what should be done about 
poverty and homelessness in BC. The Liberals have been 

in power for the last eight years or so and have not done 
anything for poor and homeless people. Hopefully, when 
they find out how powerful we are the NDP will do a better 
job for us. Just look at the record of the last few years if you 
don’t believe me. I will write more of this in the next piece 
for May’s edition of Street Newz. 


The website for Elections BC is www. 
elections.bc.ca. You can look up your 
Constituency there and find out lots of 
stuff. 


Robert is a 67 year old man who has fought 
poverty, his own and others, for over 45 years. 
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Are you ready to take immediate, 
autonomous, grassroots action 
on homelessness? 


Do you want to fight for your rights 
and/or the rights of homeless people? 


Do you have energy, skills, time, or 
knowledge that you want to 
dedicate to an exciting new project? 


come gel involved with TA Se) 


The Temporary Autonomous Shelter 
Collective (TASC) is facilitating 
a process of creating a user-run 
community of temporary 
autonomous shelters, often 
called “tent cities". 


We are a group of homeless and 
housed individuals who are determined 
to take collective action on homelessness 
by ensuring that ALL residents on 
Coast Salish territories can live with 
dignity, autonomy and respect. 


victentcity@gmail.com * 250-472-4386 
http://tentcity.wikidot.com/ 


Take action on 


TAS homelessness! 
Why a “tent city’? 
WE ARE IN A HOUSING CRISIS!!! 


The BC Supreme court recently ruled that 
homeless people have the right to erect 
shelters in the absense of sufficient shelter 
beds. 


User-designed and user-run communities 
of temporary shelters have proven to be 
successful short-term solutions to housing 
crises in many communities 


“Tent cities” are low cost, immediately 
applicable and safe measures we all can 
take to end homelessness 


Residents report that 


} “tent cities” provide 
Safety, comfort, 

T WANT = dignity and 
support 


for people 


Š different needs 
Ready to be part of the action? 


Come to our meetings, bring your ideas 


& get involved with outreach, community 


interviewing, fundraising, media work, 
legal work, research, art & more... 


*DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED!* 


Contact us at: 
victentcity@gmail.com * 250-472-4386 
http://tentcity.wikidot.com/ 
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Why are we concerned about the 
proposed closure of Victoria's 


downtown bottle depot? 
by Jutta Gutberlet 


Location is key! This is one of the first lessons learned in 
Geography. 


The downtown bottle depot serves a valuable purpose - receiving 
bottles and cans retrieved out of the waste stream by informal 
recyclers who are redirecting this material into recycling and reuse. 
The people who are involved in collecting cans and bottles call 
themselves ‘Binners.’ They are resource recoverers who are both 
housed and un-housed citizens, who usually live and shop in this 
neighbourhood. Their work contributes to reducing the amount of 
waste, which would otherwise go into the landfill and would cost 
more money to the city. 


Most of us don’t see the contributions made by Binners; instead 
they are often harassed and stigmatized for working with solid 
waste. Nevertheless, this activity is very common around the globe. 
Particularly in cities in developing countries, thousands of people 
make a living through recycling. However, their contribution 


| remains unrecognized. 


The bottle depot on View Street near Vancouver Street serves, 
amongst many other clients, the Binners who travel large distances 
on foot or on bike to collect the recyclables. Hence this location is 
key to those Binners. 


The apparent problems derived from having this business located 
close to residential areas are solvable. 


One of the major complaints from the nearby residents is related 

to the noise made by the shopping carts the Binners usually use. 

In Vancouver a new cart has been introduced to minimize this 
problem. The Urban Binning Unit is a creative and appropriate cart 
for the activity of collecting recyclable materials. United-We-Can, 

a bottle depot run as a social enterprise in Vancouver, is another 
interesting experience that demonstrates that it is possible to address 
the social problems related to Binning and improve the livelihoods 
of those people involved in the activity. 


As acommunity project, a bottle depot could also provide other 
social services to this population, which suffers from exclusion 
and stigmatization; characteristics that reiterate and augment the 
existing social and economic issues. 


I would like to propose an innovative and more socially and 
environmentally sustainable model for solid waste management 
in general, and suggest we address waste not only from an 
engineering perspective, but rather deal with the social, economic 
and environmental facets that come with waste. Inclusive waste 
management not only tackles environmental health and resource 
conservation and also looks for solutions to social and economic 
issues afflicting the community that lives from waste. 


It is time to revise existing predominant paradigms and consider 
intelligent and more creative solutions to solve our current pressing 
environmental and social problems. 


The community-based research laboratory focuses on the social, 
economic and environmental, local and global aspects of solid waste, 
promoting sustainable livelihoods and community development. For 
more information visit our website at: cbrl.uvic.ca. 


Jutta Gutberlet is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Geography, at the University of Victoria. 
Photo thanks to Pete Rockwell. 
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Electoral Boundary Changes 


British Columbia’s electoral boundaries 
have been redrawn since the last election 
in 2005 and the number of seats in the 
legislature has been increased from 79 to 
85. 


The Victoria-Beacon Hill riding remains 
largely unchanged but its northern 
boundary has been extended from 
Pandora Avenue to Bay Street, so it now 
encompasses all of downtown Victoria. 
Also the Victoria West area is no longer 
part of the riding. 


The Victoria-Swan Lake riding includes 
about 85 per cent of the former Victoria- 
Hillside constituency but the northern part 
of the riding has been extended further into 
municipal Saanich to include the Swan 
Lake area. The riding’s western boundary 
has also been extended from Tillicum Road 
to Portage Inlet. 


The Esquimalt-Royal Roads riding 
basically encompasses Esquimalt 


Township, Victoria West, Colwood and 
View Royal. But, unlike the former 
Esquimalt-Metchosin riding, it doesn’t 
include Langford, which now becomes part 
of the new Juan de Fuca electoral district. 


For more information about the new 
constituency boundaries and to confirm 
which riding you are residing in, contact 
Elections B.C. by checking their website 

at elections.bc.ca, phoning 250-387-5305 
or visiting their office at 333 Quebec Street 
(next to the Harbour Towers Hotel). 


HOMELAND FOOD SECURITY 
DISASTER ALERT 


Whereas, the economic systems intended 
to provide security of person in this 
country are collapsing with those of 
other fossil fuel dependant nations, 
thereby creating barriers to food 
accessibility for many people in Victoria, 


Homeland Food Security declares 
a state of emergency. 


Henceforth, all pre-consumer food 
waste will be re-distributed free of 
charge to those in need. 


Supermarkets and other food retailers 
are instructed to no longer place 
unsalable food into dumpsters, but to 
allow volunteer food security workers 
to collect the food for redistribution. 


All citizens are encouraged to volunteer 
for Homeland Food Security by 
approaching supermarkets, requesting 
food, and distributing it to those they 
determine to be in need. 


Countless tonnes of safe, nutritious 
food are being sent to landfill every 
day, while thousands of Victorians 
lack access to a proper diet. This food 
would be more than sufficient to deal 
with the growing food crisis that is 
occurring in our city. 


Food is a basic human right. This 
state of emergency shall remain in 
effect until such time everyone in 
this city has stable access to a proper 
nutritional diet. 


NO MORE EDIBLE FOOD 
SHALL BE THROWN AWAY!!! 
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Canada’s Fall From Grace 
by Inge Bolin 


Canada used to be esteemed among the nations of the world. Now “Shame 

on Canada” resonates around the globe. Many, including some of our more 
knowledgeable citizens, wonder how this happened. Thus, on February 7, 2009, 
even CBC’s Peter Mansbridge, in a One-to-One interview with Allan Gottlieb, 
former Ambassador to the US, wondered why the world no longer listens to 
Canada. Finally the ambassador suggested that in order to be heard abroad, 
Canada should put more of a human face to it. He was right. In fact, Canada 
should put a HUMANE face to their actions and immediately stop the annual seal 
massacre that horrifies the world. 


Many Canadians are not aware what happens every year between March and 

May in Newfoundland/Labrador. Why? Because our Media keeps us largely in 
the dark regarding such an embarrassing issue. Yet, around the globe thousands 

of photos and videos inform the citizens of the world about the largest and most 
cruel massacre of marine mammals ever to occur on this planet. Can’t our leaders 
imagine what impact the heart-breaking scenes on the ice of Newfoundland/ 
Labrador have on people abroad”? 


Life for the baby seals and their mothers starts out beautifully as they rest together 
on the ice after birth. The snow white babies seem to enjoy their lives as they 
look around their pristine environment and begin to play with their mothers and 
other baby seals. However, as soon as a baby is 12 days old and its coat starts to 
change, paradise transforms into hell. Boats arrive and men hurry to the ice floes, 
swinging their hakapiks in the air and down onto the heads of the innocent babies, 
immobilizing one after another. The babies cry in agony, their mothers wale in 
despair trying to protect their precious babies. Then these “men” hurry back to 
tear the skins off the tiny babies while many of them are still alive. Their naked 
limbs move in a sea of blood. Some sealers pierce their hakapiks through the 
babies, tender noses and throw them into their boats. Sometimes babies are shot, 
many bleed to death or drown. Many seal mothers must endure such horror every 
year. 


This show of cruelty and cowardice, this crime against nature that repeats itself 
hundreds of thousands of times within a few weeks, is enough to turn the world 
against Canada. Many people in Europe and other parts of the globe told us that 
such cruelty, sadism, and blatant injustice breeds hatred for Canada and Canadians 
forever. They call us cowards because we do not dare to confront our leaders, 
because we look on in apathy while the Canadian holocaust destroys not only the 
animals, but also this country’s image once and for all. “For me Canada has died,” 
we often hear people say abroad. Many don’t even want to hear the word Canada, 
let alone visit a country that reminds them of so much pain and injustice. Petitions 
and emails with heart-breaking photos go throughout the Spanish speaking world 
as well. Even in small South American towns people shudder when they hear 
Canada. 


Is it worth it to cause such immense animal suffering and to turn the world against 
us just to clothe ignorant and cruel people with the seal pups tiny furs? This 
despicable commercial slaughter cannot be compared to the Inuit practice of 
taking a seal from time to time, honouring its spirit and using every part of the 
animal. Why does Canada not accept so many generous offers by people such as 
Leni t’Hart from Holland (16 million Euros) and Kathy Kangas from the US (18 
million dollars), which amounts to so much more than the sealers make in their 
dirty trade? Why does Canada also decline international offers to train the sealers 
in decent and sustainable trades, such as eco-tourism? Canada does not seem 

to care either that this bone-chilling, taxpayer subsidized massacre has caused 
more than 5000 US businesses to boycott Canadian seafood, causing losses in 

the hundreds of millions of dollars. The argument that seals deplete fish stocks is 
wrong, because they eat the predators of the cod. 


Most Canadians are intelligent and compassionate people. If they come up 

with the courage to tell this government to stop the insanity on the fast melting ice 
of Newfoundland/Labrador, nations around the world will again listen to us and 
Canada may again become a nation that is respected and esteemed. 


Please see www.sealshurt.com or a video of the massacre. 


Inge Bolin is an anthropologist, educator, and author living in Nanaimo. 
Photo from www.canadiansealhunt.com. 
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Island Lens: Forestlands Liquidated into Real Estate 


by Richard Boyce 


On acrisp clear winter’s day I found myself standing just above the hydro- 
lines on Rowbotham Ridge, which is clearly visible from almost anywhere 
in Oceanside with its unsightly cut-blocks. I admired a panoramic view of 
the Strait of Georgia. I could see clearly from Comox to Nanaimo and gazed 
upon many islands including Denman, Hornby, Lasqueti, Texada, Ballenas, 
and the Winchelse Group. 


My view was partially obstructed by piles of logs that had been felled 
recently. I soon realized that they had been yarded out of several patches that 
had been left behind from earlier logging. These bunches of trees had been 
left as part of a selective logging practice known as Variable Retention, which 
is referred to by many as patch-cut logging. 


The previous owners of this forestland, Weyerhaeuser, had obtained special 
certification for their logging practices in order to get past tight restrictions 
set by buyers of lumber such as Home Depot, and European markets. The 
standards needed to meet these regulations forced the logging multinational 
to leave small clumps of trees throughout their clear-cuts, including small 
buffers along watershed tributaries. 


Certification was approved, trees were cashed in for dollars, and investors 
were paid. At the same time international and domestic consumers were 
duped into believing that logging in BC is regulated by the highest 
environmental standards in the world. Then Weyerhaeuser sold all of its 
forestland on Vancouver Island to Brookfield Assets Management Inc 


Through the BC Investment Corporation 25% of Island Timberlands is 
owned by BC Government employees via their pension funds. Since 2005, 
profits from this logging company have been stored offshore in Bermuda by 
Brookfield Asset Management in order to minimize taxes paid in Canada. 


Island Timberlands is now cutting down the buffer trees which completely 
defeats the purpose of Variable Retention logging practices. Multinational 
logging companies are now selling forestland all over Vancouver Island as 
real estate. 


What the public doesn’t realize is that forestlands were established in BC 
during the 1950s and were put in place to promote sustainable logging that 
would provide economic stability for future generations. Stipulations were 
included that local towns would be supported, in perpetuity, by logging 
companies that benefited from forestland status. These regulations were put in 
place for the good of local economies. It was illegal for logging companies to 
sell forestland as real estate. 


All private forestlands were included in the Tree Farm Licenses and were 
regulated by the Ministry of Forests through the BC Forest Service. Since 
2001 Premier Gordon Campbell’s Liberal government has stripped away 
these regulations, cut back the Forest Service staff, and given hundreds of 
thousand of hectares to multinational forest companies, which they are selling 
as real estate. 


Timberwest is selling 54,000 hectare of forestland as real estate between 
Courtney and Campbell River with a few plots in Oceanside. Western Forest 
Products is selling 1,800 hectares of real estate between the community 

of Shirley and Jordan River. Brookfield Asset Management Inc. has been 
strategically placing forestland on the real estate market along the east coast 
of Vancouver Island. A highly visible example is the land around Hamilton 
Marsh, just outside of Qualicum Beach, which has been logged in preparation 
for sale. 


When you add up all the forestland converted to real estate recently, it 
represents a larger landmass than is encompassed by all the cities on 
Vancouver Island combined. Besides flooding the market with property at 

a time that the world is diving headlong into a massive depression, these 
properties will be governed by very few regulations yet they will place heavy 
demands on local water, sewage, and nature. 


The fact remains: BC Liberal’s election campaigns have been largely funded 
by the same logging companies that now stand to gain billions of dollars in 
real estate profits. This massive land sell-off is happening at the same time 
that thousands of forest industry workers are being laid off by these same 
multi-national companies. The next election is May 12, 2009 and will include 
a referendum on Electoral Reform, which is so desperately needed in BC. 


Richard Boyce is a documentary filmmaker and photo-journalist who has 
spent his life on Vancouver Island - www.islandlens blogspot.com. 
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According to the Canadian 
Security Intelligence 
Service, protestors are the 
number one security threat 
to the 2010 Games. So 
maybe that explains why 
officers with the Integrated 
Security Unit are running 
around Victoria trying to convince hippies to spy 
on each other. 


But the cops may find that peaceniks and 


bohemians 
are too street- 
smart to play 
spy games. 
Vancouver 
Island long- 
hairs know 
better than 
to give 
information 
to police, 


it’s obvious 
that no crime 
has been 
committed. 





“I said to the officer, there’s no way I am going to 


snitch on my friends!” Dark Horse Books (photo; 
see ad pg 11) store owner Robert Garfat tells me, 
a little indignantly. 


The long-time Vancouver Island resident was 
shocked when he was approached earlier this 
month by RCMP constable Mike Smook of 

the Integrated Security Unit. Smook wanted 
information about Victoria’s No 2010 activists. 
But it’s not snitching, according to Smook — the 
police just want to use his eyes and ears. 


Garfat was troubled by the encounter and unsure 
if he should tell others, but then made up his 
mind that people should know what the police 
are up to. 


“My feeling is that we should say something 
because if they’re going out into the community 
trying to intimidate people and to try and co-opt 
people into becoming informants, that’s like Big 
Brother,” he says. 


A second local activist -- who asked not to be 
named -- says the police have come to his door 
asking to speak to all the residents, as well as 
taking pictures of everyone who came and went. 


“None of those questioned had any arrests or 
previous charges,” the young man says. “The 
cops friggin’ bothered us for no good reason 
other than owning literature that’s in opposition 
to the Olympics.” 


Others in the community have similar stories. 
According to several people who contacted us 
privately this week, the RCMP has succeeded 
in recruiting at least 
one informant — a 
child of 15. She has 
been cooperating with 
police for months, they 
said. 


Leaving aside 
questions of whether 
this is legal or ethical, 
the tactic is troubling. 
If Victoria social 
justice advocates are 
so dangerous, isn’tit | 
risky to send a child to 
spy on them? And if 
they’re not dangerous, 
why spy on them at 
all? 


We should all be aware 
that the police are not 
gathering information 
so they can hand out 
commendations for 
being great social- 
justice activists and good citizens. They are 
gathering information that will potentially put 
people in jail — preemptively — to prevent them 
from getting a message to the world about the 
social conditions here. Why are so many people 
homeless? Why are so many people in poverty’? 


Vancouver Island Hipp 
Top Security Threat for 2010? 


especially when 


photo from Zoe: Vancouver 
Island Hippies in their natural 


Zoe Blunt is a journalism school 


les: 


By Zoe Blunt 


Why is there a lack of decent housing across 
B.C. on the reserves? Why are we still destroying 
old-growth forests for sports events? These are 
the questions we want to get out to the world, 
and we believe the police are trying to stop this 
from happening. 


Conducting surveillance and recruiting 
informants in the absence of any crime violates 
the Charter, in my opinion. Domestic spying 
without a clear law enforcement objective does 
not help national security — it just intimidates 
citizens who have done nothing wrong (besides 
criticizing the government). Fishing expeditions 
are not legal. Prior restraint on free speech is not 
legal. Warrantless wiretaps are not legal either, or 
at least they weren’t the last time I checked. 


In fact, we have the right to associate with 
whoever we want, even with people who criticize 
the Olympics or take governments to task for 
ignoring poverty, homelessness and the ongoing 
effects of racism in our society. 


Police statements in the media about ‘consulting 
with activists’ are nonsense. Their clumsy and 
heavy-handed attempts to meet privately with 
individuals are causing controversy, intimidating 
activists and sowing distrust in the community. 
There are serious concerns that the police may 
resort to coercion and bribes to try and force 
people to inform on their friends. 


The BC Civil Liberties Association tried to 
meet with the ISU for an exchange of views 
and advice, but backed out on finding it was an 
exercise in frustration. 


“It hasn’t been easy when dealing with the 
authorities,” said Michael Byers, UBC professor 
and BCCLA member. “With respect, we have 
pretty much hit a brick wall.” 


“In my view, the ISU ... has lost sight of those 
human rights principles and have focused 
excessively on the search for “perfect security. 


999 


Alissa Westergard-Thorpe, a member of 

the Olympic Resistance Network (ORN) in 
Vancouver, was approached by police last 
month. She says, “The ORN is not interested in 
talking with police about the conditions under 
which we exercise our rights to assembly and 
expression. They can read the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms.” 


And if the RCMP can’t be bothered to read the 
Charter, maybe we should read it to them, real 
slow, so that they understand. 





environment. 


dropout living near Victoria. 
This is her first piece of creative 
non-fiction. Read more of her 
writings at zoeblunt.gnn.tyv. 





Community 
Health Fair 


On April 6th from 1:00PM to 4:00PM 


Our Place and the UVic School of Nursing 
will be hosting the Victoria Street Community Health 
Fair organized by the nine UVic nursing students 
who have been providing foot care as part of the 
Feet First Project. 


The students have been practicing for the past 4 
months at Our Place and are organizing the event to 
provide information around health and healing for 
members of the street community! 


Everyone is welcome to attend this event that is 
focused on providing a variety of information and 


resources around health in one location. The goal 
of this event is to be fun and informative for all who 
attend by providing information and resources from 
multiple agencies around health for the homeless 
and street involved. 


We aim to try and provide holistic resources and 
services that will benefit those who attend. Health 
comes in many different forms so expect to see 
health services related to the mind, body, and spirit 
at the fair in the shape of anything from music, 

to foot care, to diabetic education, to clean fresh 
underwear! 


Some of the agencies attending include: Aids 
Vancouver Island, PEERS, the Diabetic Education 
Center, the Native Friendship Center, VIHA street 
nurses, and many more! 


Join us for a fun, informative and 
health-oriented afternoon ! 
at the Victoria Street Community Health Fair! 


AVI Mobile X 


Call to find out where to get rigs. 
3:30 - 10 pm 


230-896-AVIX (2849) 








COUNTDOWN: 
NEARING ONE YEAR 
SINCE NEEDLE EXCHANGE CLOSURE 


Rally >> May 2 << 


On May 2, Harm Reduction Victoria will begin its month-long 
countdown to the one-year anniversary of the closure of 
Victoria's only fixed-site needle exchange. 


Since May 31 of last year: 


+Needle distribution has been cut by more than 1/3. This 
has increased the risk of HIV and Hep-C transmission, and 
the risk of hospitalization for abscesses and other health 
problems easily prevented by access to safer drug use 
Supplies. 


+The percentage of needles recovered is significantly lower 


than before the closure, leaving Victoria residents with 
inadequate resources for safe disposal of their needles. 


+The effectiveness of the mobile exchange has been limited 
by a ‘no-service zone’ imposed by VIHA. This has further 
hampered needle distribution and recovery by preventing 
service delivery within the downtown core. 


+VIHA and City Hall have continued to sit on clear 
recommendations from their own reports to enhance needle- 
exchange services and develop supervised consumption 
Sites. 

Too much time has passed already! 
VIHA and the city must act now on their stated Harm 
Reduction mandate. 


Join us >> MIAY 2 << to demand the IMMEDIATE 
ELIMINATION OF THE NO SERVICE ZONE, and a clear 
timeline for the implementation of comprehensive harm 
reduction services in Victoria. 


For more info: harmreductionvictoria.ca 
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U.S. first lady Michelle Obama serves food at Miriam’s Kitchen in 
Washington, March 5, 2009. The kitchen provides meals, case 
management and housing support to nearly 250 homeless men 
and women in the city. REUTERS/Jim Younc 
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Palestinians watch the arrival of a British aid convoy at the 
Rafah border crossing in the southern Gaza Strip March 9, 
2009. British politician George Galloway arrived in Gaza on 
Monday after crossing through Rafah along with a British convoy 
loaded with humanitarian supplies. REUTERS/Tbraheem Abu 
Mustafa (GAZA). For more information visit VivaPalestina.org. 
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| VSED TO BE YOU 


BY ZAN COMERFORD 


In the tangle of streets that make up the Tenderloin district of San Francisco, 
a familiar scene unfolds. Carts full of belongings, the odd police car, dealers 
and workers, and people panhandling with a mismatch of sayings etched into 
cardboard signs. 


One man in particular, alternates smoking a cigarette for playing on a rusty 
trumpet. He looks up at me as I pass, and in his eyes I see a flash of jazz, of the 
thousands of stories this man, just like everybody on this strip has to tell. His 
sign, like the others, cardboard and black marker, with three or four old sayings 
crossed out. A new one, the ink still drying in the sun, screams from the center 
of the sign: “I used to be you.” My eyes do a double take and I nearly hear his 
raspy his voice say the words aloud. “Quite a sign there man,” I say, offering 
him a fresh cigarette and lighting one myself. “ Sure gets you in the guts eh?” 


He laughs, leans back against the wall behind him, smiles a toothless grin and 
replies: “Hell, you ain’t gunna wake ‘em up with the same thing that put ‘em to 
sleep.” 


Understandably people are getting cynical. It makes sense that people have a 
healthy sense of skepticism. When that which is supposed to be the “driving 
force” behind solving Victoria’s issue with homelessness, The Coalition To End 
Homelessness, is orchestrated, funded and organized by the very system that is 
routinely interrupting alternative, feasible solutions, we’re not waking anybody 
up. 

We know the statistics. We know the conditions of the crowded shelters, the 
bylaws and the bylaw amendments. We also know that there is something 
amiss. 


In a city with a Council that claims to have homelessness and affordable 
housing as its number one priorities, a city that claims to be committed to a 
Housing First strategy, one trusting in their City, in their ‘representatives’ 
would imagine progression, communication and solutions. 


Instead, we are served red tape, and political jargon. 


When “Housing First” means only after; Olympics, flower boxes, light 
displays, fountains, clean up crews and more police, we are a society asleep. 


When “Ending Homelessness” means the criminalization of poverty, violating 
peoples’ right for basic survival, and furthering the 
stigma toward those who are homeless, we are a 
society asleep. 


The City of Victoria has been hitting the snooze 
button for far too long. It’s time we, together in all the 
aspects of our diverse city, join together and wake up. 


Zan Comerford is your man. She believes that words 
are the fuel, and independent media is the vehicle, for 
the change we all need! Get your engine started at 
her blog, zansyourman.blogspot.com. 
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Spring - For the Beauty of the Earth Ju ggern aut 
The buds are just bursting into bloom, 
like an eager gallant groom. Count Vlad. Drac. Oil and Gas 
Growing exquisite blossoms resembling beauteous brides Viscous goo profitability 
As Gods glorious Inspiration and peace abides. Vast as a clipper’s mast 


The long cold dreary winter that seemed to last forever has ended Not much of a mask to undo 









hopefully all resting on the powers that be. Our hopes rise with the With lace black cloud there comes a view 
temperatures and the sun finally and triumphantly bursts through the Sand peddles skim like silver dollars across a pond 
clouds to greet and cheer us with warmth and love. The homeless and Sea rescue seabird search for plans 
street crowd are jubilant as they are able to pursue their tricks of the trade Snag wings like nets in boiling oil in frying pans 
with savoir-faire in the warm air. Bands close gaps from zee to distant zee 
God’s glorious creatures respond as they awaken from their winter She's the beat the pummels distant steel 
slumber, with the beautiful mirthful birds. Leading the heavenly That hard wood cog in the mill of the water wheel 
symphony with joyful song. Rambunctious Stuff of success 
rapscallion children frolic with mere daylight and Stuff of blessed 
4 play in the meadows and parks. Young lovers and Invested 
families sigh a breath of relief for their long awaited 
get togethers in the balmy wild. In the stuff of space 
Blocks black ice horizon 
Tenacious trees awaken from their long dormancy Hands stuck to sky like flies 
to grow a colourful coating to decorate the country Burning in neon 


and the city streets with bounteous beauty as the 


Holy Creator watches with contentment at the Buildings packed in sand 


| triumph of Spring and the Resurrection. _ Honey combed 
Fa nadila Coming home to happenings 
Ss LEO Mark Idczak © 2009 And all that matter 
That doesn’t matter 
l l l Reflection 
News about privatization and Deep deep water of the hall of mirror 
a All of that shiny platter 
af | the Tight to preserve public services, Twisting bridges over water 
ON Coiling python 
resources, spaces and enterprise e a e reC Oe 


Like a crocodile clip 
Like an ice-burg with a ship 
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All cope 
Strobe rain commotion 
Like paint drip coat 
Snow-slope in rose blood drop 
Smote 
A burn in the lens 
From acrid smoke. 
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On February 13th, around 11:30 pm, a 20 year old woman known as “Harley” 
was pushed in front of a bus at Pandora & Quadra Streets. 


There was standing room only at her service, held at Our Place, 
and this memorial on Pandora St. honours her life and memory. 


J WSsher Photo from Pete Rockwell. 
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Work should lift you 
out of poverty, 
not keep you there. 


www.bclivingwage.org 


hell 


dark horse books 


623 johnson street 
(250)386-8736 


www.heu.org 


ey quasi-alternative, 
f a wnusual and eclectic 


= Sun,Mon,Tues: 12-5 
Wed, Thurs,Fri,Sat: 10-6 


Victoria’s BIG little bookshop. 


Victoria Community 
Health Co-operative 


offering integrated multidisciplinary health 
care in an affordable and inclusive way. 


Medical Doctors, Integrated Energy Workers, 
Physiotherapists, Hypnotherapists, Massage 
Therapists, Homeopathic Doctors .... 


check out the Community Wellness Clinics, which run the 3rd Sunday of 
every month for Co-op member-participants, for an opportunity to connect 
with a natural health practitioner at a pay-what-you-can rate. 


www.victoriahealthcooperative.ca 


Old Eagle Eyes 


Jewelry and Design 
oldeagleeyes.com 


André Motuz - Métis Artist and Designer 


Phone: (250) 220-7983 
E-Mail: oldeagleeyesjewelry2001@yahoo.com 


| Denise Savoie 


Member of Parliament for Victoria 


COASTITUENCY OFFICE, 
970 Blanshard Street 
Victoria, BC VEW 2H3 


TELEPHONE: 363-3600 
E-MAIL: Savoie.d#parLec.ca 
ON THE WER: WWWweidenisesavoie.ca 


547 Joh mon, Street 
422 Crai agone ower Road 
HEMP & COMPANY ME com 
Your source for quality hemp cong 
and funky.forward thinking fashion» 


57 4b Johnson. Street 
385-744 
werw.shitifashion.ca my rT 


Medical Herbalist 
Victoria BC 250-920-835] 
medicalherbalist@yahoo.ca 
askaherbalist.ca 


Jim Butler and 
Larry Gagnon 
rebuild and 
redistribute 
internet capable 
computers. 
Free indefinite loan 
to low or no 


income 
people. 


For more info 
call Jim at 
474-3446 


ara $1 100% Canadian 


Home Auto Life investments Group Business 


SOME SNZ FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS 11 


Tom Burton 
CTA, RPC, MPCP 


Psychotherapy & Counselling 


Individuals, Couples, Group Therapy 


Victoria & Salt Spring Island 
250 889 5648 / tomburton64@hotmail.com 


Hypnotherapy Can Help 


> Relax more deeply 

» Become healthier 

> Relieve pain 

+ Overcome barriers to personal happiness 
> Achieve your highest potential 


Kurt Lenfesty 250.884.9633 
Clinical Hypnotherapist and Certified Reflexologist 
Kurt@®TotalHypnotherapy.ca 

855 Cormorant Street, Victoria, BC 
www.TotalHypnotherapy.ca 


Fast Effective Enduring Change 


n 
kT 4 FRI à Ferh g TELITI iii 
Joursell peace òl 111) i E 


the right Coverage | 


wroductl insurec 


È the co-operators’ 


A Geter Place For Yous 


Farm Iravel 


TREELINE PHOTOS 


“I have said it 
already, | am 
convinced that the 
way to build a new 
and better world 
is not capitalism. 
Capitalism leads us 
straight to hell.” 


Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez 


fuv.uvic. ca 


Dentistry 
For the 
Sensitive 
Patient 


TREELINEPHOTOS@GMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


Street Newz subscription 
delivery person, Nancy, 
and her buddy ‘Slick love 
their rony: s trailer! 


contact tony at: 
tonystrailers.com 


DK DEANNA GEDI0 DDS 


*4.04-649 Fort St. 
250-339-0669 





(250) 743-9919 


(ask about sponsoring a trailer for 
a homeless person...) 


The Street Newz 
_ Vendor Team 


Bernie 
Gorge Fairway 


No 
Photo 
Yet 





Debbie 


Yates London Drugs 





Doug 
Quadra Village 


Contact John at 886-5363 or visit him at his office” 
outside Coast Capital near Fort on Douglas Street. 


Douglas near Johnson 


Douglas @ Fort 


‘Memorial’ Arena 


Vo you want to earn money 
and promote independent media !! 





Douglas @ Yates 





Rick 
Cook @ Oxford 


Rose 
Gov't St. 


Natalia 
Esquimalt 


Lorna 
Thrifty’s Hillside 


Ted 
Gov't St. 


Shirle 


James Bay Thritty’s 


Richard 
Fort St. 


WHERE YOUR $$$$$ GOES 


Vendors pay 50 cents for each Street Newz 
(to pay the printer); 


All of us at the Victoria Street Newz 
extend our sincere gratitude to the 
Cooperators, and all the individual 

eo who sustain this autonomous 
an 

independent 
alternative $e Lhe co-operàiors 

newz project. = 


May money from 
the sale of this 
newspaper be 


used for peace, 
and pass 
through 

healing hands. 


whatever you give them is theirs to keep. 


There’s one salaried Coordinator who produces the Newz. 
No overhead, no extraneous expenses. 








Jan Feb $ y nf a tri Th 
Street Newz Revenue ubseriptions ; are Un or you vor a riend | E 
Paper Sales (from vendors) 553.50 619.50 510.50 
Donations 2740.00 170.00 85.00 Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): I 
Gifts (incl in-ki 860.00 0.00 62.50 : 
Advertising 7 oe «oo Electronic Regular Lowlneome American Intl 
Subscriptions 460.00 95.00 35.00 $20 $3 $20 640 5 0 
Bread & Roses Donation to SNZ 800.00 800.00 1000.00 9 7 l 
Total Street Newz Revenue 5413.50 1734.50 1693.00 | Volume Subscriptions - for your clients/customers/office: | 
Street Newz Expenses 
EEA 800.00 800.00 1000.00 | 9 copies/mth 10 copies/mth 20 copies/mth 
back pay (sept, oct, nov) 0.00 600.00 0.00 $175/yr $300/yr $600/yr 
Paper & Printing Costs 565.95 565.95 565.95 i i 
Vendor Meeting 0.00 0.00 59.48 H 
Office expenses/website 16.00 36.00 62.03 Just a Donation 
Postage 44.31 54.18 55.76 $10 $25 $50 675 $100 $200 other I 
Ttl Street Newz Expenses F 1426.26 2056.13 1743.22 
Street Newz 3987.24 -321.63 -50.22 | Name: | 
Bread & Roses Revenue Addre gg: 
Grants 9500.00 0.00 0.00 | 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 9500.00 0.00 0.00 City: 
Bread & Roses Expenses ] P i t’ J 
Sas TSS OT aa ae Province/State: Postal/Zip: 
Street Newz Donation 800.00 1600.00 1000 = l Phone/email: Í 
Tti Bread & Roses Expenses 840.50 1640.00 1640.0 
Bread & Roses 565550-164000 1600.0 Please return to Victoria Street Newz | 
Consolidated Tti (SNZ + B&R) 12646.74 -1961.63 -1690.2 1 027 Pandora Ave, Vie BC. V3V 376 Thanks! 
Bread & Roses Bank Balance 11176.95 10033.22 8875.74 b =e =n en ë e ë: ë: ë: o: e ë a: a ë d 


